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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-17 are present for examination. 

2. Claims 1-17 are rejected. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 3/17/2004, 9/29/2004 and 
1 1/04/2005 was filed and considered by the examiner. 

Specification 

4. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). Correction of the 
following is required: 

The claim limitation of “second information item is an image” in claim 4 lacks 
proper antecedent basis in the specification. 

The claim limitation of “a enciphering unit“ in claim 5 lacks proper antecedent 
basis in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1-2, 5-1 1 and 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 6,275,824 issued to O’Flaherty et al. (hereafter O’Flaherty). 

Claims 1 and 10: 
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Regarding Claim 1, O’Flaherty disclose an information sharing apparatus, which 
communicates with at least one terminal corresponding to a first user of users, comprising (col. 

6, Ins. 24-28): 

an acquiring unit configured to acquire a first information item which includes an 
anonymous information item and a personal information item, the personal information item 
corresponding to an informant of the anonymous information item (col. 4, Ins. 1 8-25); 

a separating unit configured to separate the personal information item from the first 
information item, to obtain the anonymous information item (col. 4, Ins. 49-60); 

a first storing unit configured to store the personal information item and the anonymous 
information item (col. 4, Ins. 37-43); 

a second storing unit configured to store a first access level which is assigned to a first 
group of the users who can access only the anonymous information item out of the anonymous 
information item and the personal information item, and to store a second access level which is 
assigned to a second group of users of the users who can access both of the anonymous 
information item and the personal information item (col. 4, Ins. 15-18 & 30-34); 

a receiving unit configured to receive a request message for accessing the first 
information item, the request message being transmitted from the terminal (col. 4, Ins. 61-67); 

a first transmitting unit configured to transmit only the anonymous information item out 
of the anonymous information item and the personal information item to the terminal in response 
to the request message, when an access level predetermined to the first user is equal to the first 
access level (col. 5, Ins. 31-43); 
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a second transmitting unit configured to transmit both of the anonymous information item 
and the personal information item in response to the request message, when the access level of 
the first user is equal to the second access level (col. 5, Ins. 1-16). 

Claim 10 is also rejected based upon the same reasoning as Claim 1. 

Claims 2 and 1 1 : 

Regarding Claim 2, O’Flaherty disclose an information sharing apparatus, which 
communicates with at least one terminal corresponding to a first user of users, comprising (col. 

6, Ins. 24-28): 

an acquiring unit configured to acquire a second information item which includes a 
personal information item (col. 4, Ins. 18-29); 

an extracting unit configured to extract the personal information item from the second 
information item, to obtain extracted personal information item (col. 34, Ins. 30-36 & 53-56); 

a generating unit configured to generate an anonymous information item by deleting the 
personal information item from the second information item (col. 4, Ins. 37-60); 

a first storing unit configured to store the extracted personal information item and the 
anonymous information item (col. 4, Ins. 37-43); 

a second storing unit configured to store a first access level which is assigned to a first 
group of users of the users who can access only the anonymous information item out of the 
anonymous information item and the personal information item, and to store a second access 
level which is assigned to a second group of users of the users who can access both of the 
anonymous information item and the personal information item (col. 4, Ins. 15-18 & 30-34); 
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a receiving unit configured to receive a request message for accessing the second 
information item, the request message being transmitted from the terminal (col. 4, Ins. 61-67); 

a first transmitting unit configured to transmit only the anonymous information item out 
of the anonymous information item and the personal information item to the terminal in response 
to the request message, when an access level predetermined to the first user is equal to the first 
access level (col. 5, Ins. 31-43); 

a synthesizing unit configured to synthesize the personal information item with the 
anonymous information item, to obtain a regenerated second information item (col. 4, Ins. 49- 
60); 

a second transmitting unit configured to transmit the regenerated second information item 
in response to the request message, when the access level of the first user is equal to the second 
access level (col. 5, Ins. 1-16). 

Claim 1 1 is also rejected based upon the same reasoning as Claim 2. 

Claim 5: 

Regarding Claim 5, O’Flaherty disclose the apparatus further comprising: a enciphering 
unit configured to encipher the anonymous information item to obtain an enciphered anonymous 
information item; and, wherein the first storing unit stores the enciphered anonymous 
information item (col. 14, Ins. 31-42). 

Claims 6 and 14: 

Regarding Claim 6, O’Flaherty disclose the apparatus wherein the anonymous 
information item is composed of various information items, and the first transmitting unit and the 
second transmitting unit transmit one or more requested information items of the various 
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information items, the one or more information items being requested by the request message 
(O’Flaherty: col. 5, Ins. 20-22 & 29-33 & 52-61). 

Claim 14 is also rejected based upon the same reasoning as Claim 6. 

Claim 7: 

Regarding Claim 7, O’Flaherty disclose the apparatus further comprising a third storing 
unit configured to store a pair of IDs of each of the personal information item and the 
anonymous information item (col. 6, Ins. 6-8; col. 9, Ins. 6-14; fig. 2B); 

a second acquiring unit configured to acquire one ID of the pair, based on another ID of 
the pair, the another ID corresponding to the anonymous information item (col. 9, Ins. 15-24; fig. 
2A); and 

a third acquiring unit configured to acquire the personal information item which 
corresponds to the one ID and is to be transmit in response to the request message, from the first 
storing unit (col. 8, Ins. 46-61; col. 14, Ins. 31-42; fig. 8). 

Claim 8: 

Regarding Claim 8, O’Flaherty disclose the apparatus further comprising a third storing 
unit configured to store a pair of IDs of each of the extracted personal information item and the 
anonymous information item (figs. 2A-2B); 

a second acquiring unit configured to acquire one ID of the pair, based on another ID of 
the pair, the another ID corresponding to the anonymous information item (col. 9, Ins. 15-24; fig. 
2A); and 

a third acquiring unit configured to acquire the extracted personal information item which 
corresponds to the one ID and is to be synthesize with the anonymous information, from the first 
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storing unit (col. 4, Ins. 49-60; col. 8, Ins. 46-61; col. 14, Ins. 31-42; fig. 8). 

Claims 9 and 17: 

Regarding Claim 9, O’Flaherty disclose the apparatus wherein the generating unit 
generate the anonymous information item by overwriting into an area corresponding to the 
personal information item with in arbitrary symbols (col. 4, Ins. 37-60). 

Claim 1 7 is also rejected based upon the same reasoning as Claim 9. 

Claim 15: 

Regarding Claim 15, O’Flaherty disclose the method which includes storing a pair of IDs 
of each of the personal information item and the anonymous information item in a third memory 
device; 

acquiring one ID of the pair, based on another ID of the pair, the another ID 
corresponding to the anonymous information item (col. 9, Ins. 15-24; fig. 2A); and 

acquiring the personal information item which corresponds to the one ID and is to be 
transmit in response to the request message, from the first memory device (col. 8, Ins. 46-61; col. 
14, Ins. 31-42; fig. 8). 

Claim 16: 

Regarding Claim 16, O’Flaherty disclose the method which includes storing a pair of IDs 
of each of the extracted personal information item and the anonymous information item in the 
third memory device (col. 6, Ins. 50-67); 

acquiring one ID of the pair, based on another ID of the pair, the another ID 
corresponding to the anonymous information item (col. 6, Ins. 50-56; col. 9, Ins. 15-24; fig. 2A); 



and 
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acquiring the extracted personal information item which corresponds to the one ID and is 
to be synthesize with the anonymous information, from the first memory device (col. 4, Ins. 49- 
60; col. 6, Ins. 50-56; col. 8, Ins. 46-61; col. 14, Ins. 31-42; fig. 8). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made.- 

8. Claims 3-4 and 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
O’Flaherty as applied to claims 1-2, 5-11 and 14-17 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent 
No. 5,705,980 issued to Shapiro et al. (hereafter Shapiro). 

Claims 3 and 12: 

Regarding Claim 3, O’Flaherty disclose the apparatus wherein the anonymous 
information (O’Flaherty: col. 4, Ins. 18-25). 

O’Flaherty does not explicitly disclose: item is a vital data item of the informant. 
However, Shapiro disclose item is a vital data item of the informant (as medical 
information; Shapiro: col. 3, Ins. 12-20; col. 6, Ins. 66-67). 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to apply the personal security information of Shapiro into the data privacy 
management system of O’Flaherty. Skilled artisan would have been motivated to incorporate the 
Beck’s teaching of computer managed personal/medical information system in the O’Flaherty’s 
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teaching of managing private data to be able to store and report patient’s medical information 
(Shapiro: col. 2, Ins. 35-41). 

Claim 12 is also rejected based upon the same reasoning as Claim 3. 

Claims 4 and 13: 

Regarding Claim 4, O’Flaherty and Shapiro disclose the apparatus wherein the second 
information item is an image, and the personal information item is an image of a personal face 
(O’Flaherty: col. 4, Ins. 18-25) and (Shaprio: col. 3, Ins. 12-20). 

Claim 13 is also rejected based upon the same reasoning as Claim 4. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Monica M. Pyo whose telephone number is 571-272-8192. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 6:30 - 3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Jeffrey Gaffin can be reached on 571-272-4146. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 



system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



n)rW / / V/ Monica M Pyo, Examiner 
f/f ff ' / Art Unit 2161 
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